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This text presents the fundamentals of criminal investigation and provides a sound method for

reconstructing a past event (i.e., a crime), based on three major sources of information â€• people,

records, and physical evidence. Its tried-and-true system for conducting an investigation is updated

with the latest techniques available, teaching the reader new ways of obtaining information from

people, including mining the social media outlets now used by a broad spectrum of the public; how

to navigate the labyrinth of records and files currently available online; and fresh ways of gathering,

identifying, and analyzing physical evidence.
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The text is divided into four sections with thirty chapters. New in this edition is a chapter on

automobile theft. Earlier editions of the book were required reading for the International Association

for Identification's crime scene certification course and I expect that will continue to be true with this

edition.The third edition continues to be bound in paperback which was one my main complaints

from the second edition. The dimensions of the book of the been changed resulting in a rather more

solid feel to this edition. I'd still prefer to see it in hard cover, however, I understand some of the cost

factors involved, which lead to the use of a paper cover.The third edition also includes a 228 page

study guide. The instructors edition includes both an instructors guide, and a set of PowerPoint

slides, although I didn't receive the slides with my review copy. Given the popularity of PowerPoint

presentations I have to believe this is a valuable addition for those that are using the text in a

college course.Overall the book continues to be well written and illustrated with appropriate



photographs or illustrations.Section one is the Foundation and Principles of Criminal Investigation.

Part A is the Sources and Uses of Information, which includes the History of Criminal Investigation,

Uses of Physical Evidence, Using People as a Source of Information, and investigations involving

records and files.Section one Part B Seeking and Obtaining Information from People and Records,

includes detailed information on Interviews, using Records and Files and Informants. Part C

follow-up measures includes chapters on Surveillance, Eyewitness Identification (which includes

sketches, composites and line-ups) and two chapters on Interrogation.
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